
 
 

CLARK COUNTY 
 

1849 
 

County Seat:  Vancouver 
 

 
Named for Captain William Clark of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, sent to 

explore the Northwest for the United States in 1803-06 
 
 

Traditional home of Chinook and associated Salish-language tribes, including 
Klickitat and Cowlitz American Indian people 

 
 

Clark County, set inside a major curve of the mighty Columbia River, lies in the 
extreme southwest corner of Washington.  One of the state’s oldest counties—
with boundaries set as early as 1845—it proudly regards itself as “the cradle of 

the Pacific Northwest.”  In 1825 the British Hudson’s Bay Company established a 
fur-trading post at Fort Vancouver, setting the stage for frontier settlement north 

of the Columbia. 
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