KITSAP COUNTY

1857

COUNTY SEAT: PORT ORCHARD

Originally called Slaughter County after Lt. William A. Slaughter,
who was killed in the Puget Sound Indian War of 1855-56. The name was soon
changed to honor to honor a Suquamish Indian leader who had courteously
received early English explorers

Traditional home of Suquamish and S’Klallam American Indian people

Located at the very heart of the Puget Sound, Kitsap County encompasses
Bainbridge Island, Blake Island and the Kitsap Peninsula.

Busy pioneer sawmills, fed by huge Northwest trees, once made this the richest
county per capita in the United States. In 1891 the federal government
commissioned a shipyard at Bremerton, ushering in a long-term Navy presence
in Kitsap County.
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KITSAP COUNTY
COUNTY SEAT: PORT ORCHARD

1857

ORIGINALLY CALLED SLAUGHTER COUNTY AFTER LT, WILLIAM A. SLAUGH TER,
WHO WAS KILLED IN THE PUGET SOUND INDIAN WAR OF 1855-56. THE NAME
WAS SOON CHANGED TO HONOR A SUQUAMISH INDIAN LEADER WHO HAD
COURTEOQUSLY RECEIVED EARLY ENGLISH EXPLORERS

TRADITIONAL HOME OF SUQUAMISH AND S’KLALLAM AMERICAN INDIAN PE OPLE

LOCATED AT THE VERY HEART OF THE PUGET SOUND, KITSAP COUNTY ENCOMPASSES
BAINBRIDGE ISLAND, BLAKE ISLAND AND THE KITSAP PENINSULA. BUSY PIONEER SAWMILLS
FED BY HUGE NORTHWEST TREES, ONCE MADE THIS THE RICHEST COUNTY PER CAPITA IN
THE UNITED STATES. IN 1891 THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT COMMISSIONED A SHIPYARD
AT BREMERTON, USHERING IN A LONG-TERM NAVY PRESENCE IN KITSAP COUNTY.
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