and the
ashington tate Capitol

“. .the planting...should, if possible, be of the
finest quality...confined to dignified masses...and
not in any way be scattered or small in effect. ...the
buildings are very large and of a splendid character,

and...the planting ought to correspond...”
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The Landscape of the Capitol
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The Washington State Capitol is a master work of the Olmsted Brothers firm.
The landscape design celebrates the Pacific Northwest’s natural bounty of
forest, the Deschutes River, Puget Sound and stunning mountain views. It also
expresses the democratic process with its progression through increasingly
formal landscape “rooms” enclosed by trees and understory plantings. While
many of the layers of vegetation intended to create gateways and define spaces
are missing three-q rters of a century later, these can be reinstated over time.
Enough remains of the overall landscape to observe the Olmsted plan’s essential
landscape patterns and characteristics across the campus from wild to pastoral to
controlled formality.

he Olmsted Brothers i troduced four general landscape characters to help
structure the campus and provide a sequence of visual experiences as one
moves through the landscape.

Street Edge: The street edge was
intended to connect the Capitol
with the surrounding community,
welcoming and drawing people
into the campus through a rhythm
and canopy of street trees. Though
the intent of this landscape
character is under-realized, some
existing street trees continue to
illustrate this effect. Hsto ¢ Vew ALoNG NORTH DIAGONAL
Greensward: The greensward was intended to provide a semi-open,
park-like foreground for the Capitol Group of buildings. It
incorporated layered vegetation and lawns
, punctuated by specimen trees allowed
to reach their full height and
spread. Much of the layered
vegetation was never planted
due to a lack of funds during
the Great Depression; though
some areas within the campus
portray this park-like character.
J HERNANDEZ
Formal Landscape: The formal landscape was intended to be the most
structured, to complement the formal symmetry of the Capitol
Group of buildings and to inspire an air of decorum within
the engaged citizenry of a democratic society. Comprised of
balanced, symmetrical arrangements of trees, shrubs,
flowering perennials and groundcovers, examples are
found in tree allées [G], foundation plantings [L] and the
Sunken Garden P}

Native Edge: The native
forest along the west, north,
and south, provides a natural
frame f r the Capitol that

is uniquely Northwest.

The forest, though needing
rejuvenation, gives a
powerful context to the
Capitol setting.

DBawb N
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The 2009 Master Plan and Vegetation Management Plan provide a 50-year vision
for landscape restoration, coupled with a framework for accomplishing it. The
plans will guide efforts to preserve and honor the characteristics and features of
the historic Olmsted Brothers design, while addressing contemporary conditions.

The Architecture of the Capitol

“The location...on its elevated point above
Puget Sound is most unique and this distinction will be
quite lost unless advantage is taken of the location.”

W LDER AND WH TE ARCH ECT
JANUARY 25 1921

T
| .

he State of Washington decided to use a group of buildings for its Capit 1
instead of one large building The selected architects, Wilder and White, took
the challenge and worked to group the butldings so that “their design so related

”

to each other that from any point without they appear to be a single structure,
and thus exhibit “greater magnificence than in a ingle building.”
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Trees: The George Washington Elm

The grand American elm has become a symbol of patriotism. In 1932, the
Sacajawea Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution planted a
memorial American elm [T] at the northeast corner of the West Campus of the
Capitol, to honor the 200th anniversary of the birth of George Washington. A
second generation scion from the original George Washington Elm in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, it honors the Olmsted intent to include elms in the landscape.

Monuments and Memorials

he Capitol Campus is home to a
number of memonials and monuments.
On the West Campus several of these
relate to important focal points of
the Olmsted landscape plan. The
memorial for World War I, referred

to as the Winged Victory [E],

The first generation scion of the Cambridge elm was planted by 1902 at the
University of Washington by Edmond Meany. That tree also provided a scion
to replace the original elm in Cambridge when it died. Subsequently, offspring
replaced the University of Washington elm and

another was planted
in reserve on the 4
Capitol campus. -

THe GEORGE
WASHINGTON

ELM [T] IS A SCION
(DESCENDANT) OF
THE AMERICAN ELM
iN CamBRIDGE, MA,

" Tempie o Justice and ARERicanslgown-Menimian O AP Wi_——— 1516

UNDER WHICH, WinGeD VicTORY MONUMENT WiTH THE TEMPLE OF JUSTICE BEYOND
LEGEND SAYS, ] . , A =
R is the focal point of the two diagonal entry drives into campus. To the south of

the Legislative Building, the Territorial Sundial [J], which depicts the early history
of the region, occupies a gathering point intended to provide a dramatic vantage
point toward the south face of the Legislative Building with its Capitol dome.

FATHER, GEORGE
WASHINGTON, TOOK

COMMAND OF HIS
TROOPS ON JULY 3,
1775, DURING o
THE AMERICAN ;
REVOLUTION.

ther significant trees growing on the

Capitol grounds include a champion
English oak [s], the largest in the country.
Five large Tulip trees frame Flag Circle [H],
Kwanzan cherries line Cherry Lane [G],
and Yoshino cherries frame the south face
of the Legislative Building [i]. Treasured
by the Olmsted Brothers, Douglas firs
provide a powerful native backdrop. Over
time aging trees will need replacement to
maintain the important framework of the
campus landscape.

The Washington State Law Enforcement Memorial [M], north of the Temple of
Justice (L], is a terrace viewpoint which takes “advantage of the splendid view”
Dawson described in 1927. It was a gift to the people of Washington in 2006.
The serenity of the view across the lake and the sound to the mountains beyond is
an integral component of this memorial.

hese and other memorials [R} [C] [D] found on the West Campus, as well as
ones on the East Campus, recognize the ultimate sacrifices made over the
years to restore peace in the world and keep the citizens of Washington safe.

“In a republic like the
United States, the richest
citizens must not be allowed
to monopolize the most
beautiful areas for their own
enjoyment. Such areas must
be reserved for the public... ”

FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED, SR.
AUGUST 1865

Legacy for the Citizens of Washington

Washington State’s seat of government is ideally situated at the threshold between the
community and the natural environment. The early designers took advantage of the
majesty of the surrounding landscape by drawing it into the campus and making it a part
of the experience. They used the native landscape and vistas of water and mountains to
firmly root the Capitol campus within its magnificent setting and to inspire a constant
commitment to the public good and participation of ordinary citizens in a healthy democracy.

he state Capitol Campus demonstrates the importance of a comprehensive approach

in integrating the grounds within the larger setting. The Olmsted Brothers firm
understood the importance of the surrounding landscape - the forest, water, and mountains
- to the state’s most significant civic space. One of the most evident ways that both the
Olmsted firm and Wilder and White responded to the campus setting was through a north/
south axial relationship. The Olmsted firm then developed the elegant landscape plan
to connect this to the community to the east and provide a dramatic welcome to all the
citizens of the state and its many visitors.

any of the character-defining features of the Olmsteds’ brilliant design still exist.

However, incremental changes to the campus can obscure the historic vision.
The number of existing trees is one-third of those originally intended for the

campus, leaving much of the Olmsted design unrealized. Future
4 planting will provide an opportunity for alignment with
historic intent. The Olmsted vision of a richly layered
prelude to entering the state’s center of governance
then can be fully realized and citizens can proudly
enjoy the dual legacy of an architectural heritage
of democracy, drawn from ancient Greece, artfully
embraced in a landscape setting that showcases
Washington State and its extraordinary resources.
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2009 West CapitoL Campus
LanDSCAPE PRESERVATION MASTER PLAN
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SHOWN WITH HISTORICALLY-INTENDED LAYERS OF VEGETATION, THE GREENSWARD HAS A BALANCED ARRANGEMENT OF ELM TREES LEADING THE EYE TO THE CENTRAL CORE OF THE
CariToL GROUP ALONG THE MAJOR EAST/WEST AXIS. THIS IS REINFORCED BY THE 1953 REPLICA OF THE TIvOLI FOUNTAIN [B]. WALKWAYS INVITE PEDESTRIANS TO MEANDER THROUGH
OTHER LANDSCAPE ‘ROOMS’. LAYERS OF GROUND COVERS, LOW SHRUBS, AND UNDERSTORY AND CANOPY TREES DEFINE THE EDGES, WHILE ACCOMMODATING A RANGE OF ACTIVITIES.

1ssioN RecorDs, WASHINGTON STATE ARCHIVES









