WAHKIAKUM COUNTY

1854

COUNTY SEAT: CATHLAMET

Named for Chief Wakaiyakum of the Kathlamet people

Traditional home of Kathlamet and Chinook American Indian people

Wahkiakum County lies beneath the rolling Willapa Hills along the lower
Columbia River. Its traditional Northwest industries of timber, fishing and
farming attracted many European immigrants — especially Scandinavians —

during the late 1800s. The broad Columbia River served as this region’s main

highway well into the 20t century. Historic Wahkiakum County towns, now

connected by modern roads, still face the mighty river with their backs turned
toward the land.
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	County Seat: Cathlamet

