
 
 

 
 

YAKIMA COUNTY 
 

1865 
 
 

County Seat: Yakima 
 
 
 
 

Named for the Yakama Indian people  
 

Traditional home of bands and tribes now associated with the Yakama  Indian 
Nation 

 
 
 
 

Yakima County ranges from the densely timbered Cascade Mountains to fertile 
farming valleys and arid sagebrush hills.  Although prime grazing land drew 
cattlemen to the area in the 1860s, it was the development of irrigation in the 

early 1900s that brought orchards, hops and prosperity to Yakima County.  The 
Yakama Reservation in the southwest part of the county is home to the 14 

Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Indian Nation. 
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