WASHINGTON STATE
Reducing single use

plastics & solid waste




Why reducing plastics matters

Single-use plastics cause environmental harm and significant cleanup costs to our
state, Puget Sound, and our oceansworldwide. To assist, Governor Inslee has
directedstate agenciestowork tostop buying plastics. The State Efficiency and
Environmental Performance (SEEP) Executive Order20-01 directsusto reduce
solid waste (plastics) in our state. Inaddition, SB5022 also requires recyclingand
waste and litterreduction. The new Washington Green Purchasing Guide provides
key tools, information and guidance on reducing plastics and solid waste through
purchasingand procurement.

Learn about the harmful impacts of plastics by checking out these informative
videos: Say No to Plastics (1:00, YouTube.com) and Opening Our Eyes (2:22,
YouTube.com — How Plastic Waste isKilling Our Oceans).

Spread the word in your agency by sharing these sample communication tools:
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“Every year, about 8 million tons of plastic waste escapesintothe oceans
from coastal nations. That’s the equivalent of setting five garbage bags

Full of trash on every foot of coastline around the world.”
(www.nationalgeographic.com)

National Geographic, Plastics Pollution Facts & Information

Questions?

Contact amember of the DES SEEP EPP-Toxics Workgroup:
Cheral Manke, DES, Chair | Leatta Dahlhoff, DES, Toxics Reduction Specialist



https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/exe_order/20-01%20SEEP%20Executive%20Order%20%28tmp%29.pdf
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5022-S2.SL.pdf?q=20220808142552
https://des.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-12/GreenPurchasingGuide.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Svjq4yKZ3Zw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IlEJmXPvfwE
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADES/bulletins/2755abb
file://des.wa.lcl/doc/All-Divs/EPP_Manual_Docs_2021/Ready-for-Posting/DES%20Breaks%20Up%20with%20Plastics%20Communication%20News%20Article.docx
file://des.wa.lcl/doc/All-Divs/EPP_Manual_Docs_2021/Ready-for-Posting/Plastics%20Communication%20DES.pdf
file://des.wa.lcl/doc/All-Divs/EPP_Manual_Docs_2021/Ready-for-Posting/Plastics%20Communication%20DES.pdf
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/habitats/plastic-pollution/
mailto:cheral.manke@des.wa.gov
mailto:Leatta.Dahlhoff@des.wa.gov?subject=Green%20Cleaning

Sample policy

Considercreatingan agency policy to reduce single-use plastics.Belowisa sample
to helpyou start drafting your policy.

Sample plastics
policy
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“The problem is gettingworse. Actionis neededto
keep plastic out of our environment.” (2:01, cBCNews.ca)
Ottawa pushing ahead with plan to ban single use plastics by end of2021

Procedures & alternatives

When communicating plasticsreduction directives, help staff understand how to
decide what to buy and any related procedures like documentingand tracking
exceptions,and providing them with any available alternative products.

“In our plastic-filled world, avoiding plastic can be pretty challenging. But
Finding alternatives to common items like plastic bottles and plastic
packaging is becoming increasingly easier--and not a moment too soon for
our plastic-choked planet.” (learn.eartheasy.com)

Earth Easy— Best Eco-Friendly Alternatives

WA Green Purchasing Guide —_—



https://wades.box.com/s/vqzs1n66vb97bjrvf1re93802a0wkdxv
https://wades.box.com/s/vqzs1n66vb97bjrvf1re93802a0wkdxv
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=dcadda9cab2bdd9fJmltdHM9MTY4NzczNzYwMCZpZ3VpZD0zMTU4NDkxZi0yNzU1LTY5MDUtMWQ5ZS01OWU4MjZlNjY4OGMmaW5zaWQ9NTQ1Nw&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=3158491f-2755-6905-1d9e-59e826e6688c&psq=Ottawa+pushing+ahead+with+plan+to+ban+single+use+plastics+by+end+of+2021+&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudGhlZ2xvYmVhbmRtYWlsLmNvbS9wb2xpdGljcy9hcnRpY2xlLW90dGF3YS10by1iYW4tc2luZ2xlLXVzZS1wbGFzdGljcy1zdWNoLWFzLXN0cmF3cy1hbmQtZ3JvY2VyeS1iYWdzLyM6fjp0ZXh0PU90dGF3YSUyMGludGVuZHMlMjB0byUyMGJhbiUyMHNpeCUyMHNpbmdsZS11c2UlMjBwbGFzdGljJTIwaXRlbXMsdGhlJTIwcGxhc3RpYyUyMHByb2R1Y3RzJTIwdGhleSUyMHB1dCUyMGludG8lMjB0aGUlMjBtYXJrZXRwbGFjZS4&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=dcadda9cab2bdd9fJmltdHM9MTY4NzczNzYwMCZpZ3VpZD0zMTU4NDkxZi0yNzU1LTY5MDUtMWQ5ZS01OWU4MjZlNjY4OGMmaW5zaWQ9NTQ1Nw&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=3158491f-2755-6905-1d9e-59e826e6688c&psq=Ottawa+pushing+ahead+with+plan+to+ban+single+use+plastics+by+end+of+2021+&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudGhlZ2xvYmVhbmRtYWlsLmNvbS9wb2xpdGljcy9hcnRpY2xlLW90dGF3YS10by1iYW4tc2luZ2xlLXVzZS1wbGFzdGljcy1zdWNoLWFzLXN0cmF3cy1hbmQtZ3JvY2VyeS1iYWdzLyM6fjp0ZXh0PU90dGF3YSUyMGludGVuZHMlMjB0byUyMGJhbiUyMHNpeCUyMHNpbmdsZS11c2UlMjBwbGFzdGljJTIwaXRlbXMsdGhlJTIwcGxhc3RpYyUyMHByb2R1Y3RzJTIwdGhleSUyMHB1dCUyMGludG8lMjB0aGUlMjBtYXJrZXRwbGFjZS4&ntb=1
https://learn.eartheasy.com/guides/the-best-eco-friendly-alternatives-for-the-plastic-in-your-life/
https://des.wa.gov/services/contracting-purchasing/policies-training/resources/environmentally-preferred-purchasing
https://des.wa.gov/services/contracting-purchasing/policies-training/resources/environmentally-preferred-purchasing
https://des.wa.gov/services/contracting-purchasing/policies-training/resources/environmentally-preferred-purchasing
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