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Susan Olmsted is an architect and landscape architect with Mithun, a multi-
disciplinary firm working to inspire a sustainable world through leadership, 
innovation, and integrated design.  As a dual practitioner, Susan Olmsted has 
an intrinsic understanding of the interplay between built structures and the 
natural environment.  Her leadership on projects such as the Restoration of 
the Mariposa Grove of Giant Sequoias in Yosemite National Park, the West 
Campus Historic Landscape Preservation Master Plan for the Washington 
State Capitol, and the Sustainability Treehouse at the Summit Bechtel Reserve 
in West Virginia, explores complex interrelationships between landscape, 
architecture, natural and cultural resources, and human experience.  In 
addition to her work at Mithun, Susan is a part-time instructor at the 
University of Washington College of Built Environments, where she teaches 
Architecture in the Landscape.  She served for fifteen years as a Board Member 
for Friends of Seattle’s Olmsted Parks, an organization focused on advocacy 
and preservation of Seattle’s interconnected system of historic parks and 
boulevards, and she speaks regionally and nationally on topics including the 
Sustainable Sites Initiative, interdisciplinary design, ecology-based design, 
and the integration of sustainable practices within cultural landscapes.


