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• 2012 2SHB 2452 
– Signed 3/30/2012 

• RCW 39.26.200 
– Effective 1/1/2013 

• WAC 200-305 
– Effective 5/18/13 

• SB 5948 
– Effective 9/28/2013 

A Brief History of Debarment 



• “Debar” 
– “prohibit a contractor, individual, or other 

entity from submitting a bid, having a bid 
considered, or entering into a state contract 
during a specified period of time as set forth in 
a debarment order” 

 
• Up to 3 years for debarment period 

Debarment Basics 



• Grounds for Debarment 
– Conviction incident to getting/performing a 

contract 
– Conviction or civil judgment for offense that 

shows lack of integrity or honesty 
– Conviction for antitrust “arising out of” bid 

submission 
– 2 violations in 5 years under “federal labor 

relations act” 
 

Debarment Basics (cont’d) 



• Grounds for Debarment (cont’d) 
– “Serious” contract violations: 

• “Deliberate failure without good cause” 
• “Recent record of failure” to perform on one or 

more contracts 

Debarment Basics (cont’d) 



Debarment Basics (cont’d) 



• Grounds for Debarment (cont’d) 
– “Serious” contract violations: 

• “Deliberate failure without good cause” 
• “Recent record of failure” to perform on one or 

more contracts 
– Ethical violation 
– Any other “serious and compelling” reason 

 

Debarment Basics (cont’d) 



• Referral for Debarment 
– Assigned for DES review 
– Accept or reject? 

• Obtain written response from Vendor 
• Conduct review 
• Initial report and recommendation 

– To debar or not to debar 
 

Debarment Process 



• Serve recommended debarment notice 
• Vendor can request a hearing 

– Administrative Procedures Act 
– DES or OAH 

• DES Director issues final decision 
• Appeal to Superior Court 

 

Debarment Process (cont’d) 



Debarment Resources 



• DES Website 
– http://www.des.wa.gov/services/ContractingPu

rchasing/Business/Pages/Vendor-
Debarment.aspx 

– Referral form 
– Instructions completing and submitting 
– FAQs 
– Links to related state websites 
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Questions? 
 

Thank you 
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