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7.  In regards to the DES-RFP document:  Section 1.4 Contract Award, Use, and Term: What is the criteria to determine if a private sector vendor can provide these services at a “reduced cost and at greater efficiency” than the current provider DES? What is the current cost using DES and what efficiencies are targeted for improvement?

Answer:  The review will take under consideration both cost and non-cost criteria.  Non-cost criteria will include but may not be limited to the consequences and potential mitigation of improper or failed performance by the contractor as provided in ESSB 5931.  The current cost using DES is under review and will not be available prior to the submission of bids.   
