
 
 

ADAMS COUNTY 
 

1883 
 
 

County Seat:  Ritzville 
 
 

Named for John Adams, second President of the United States 
 
 
 
 

Like many eastern Washington counties, Adams County was built on a 
foundation of railroads and wheat.  Native grasslands had turned into wheat 

fields all across eastern Washington by the late 1800s.  Horses hauled the wheat 
to town and steam-powered freight trains carried it off to the waiting world.  The 

Columbia Basin Project of the early 1950s brought irrigation to western Adams 
County, turning parched sagebrush desert into alfalfa fields, orchards and farms. 
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