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County Seat: Kelso 
 
 
 

Named for the Cowlitz Indian people and for the Cowlitz River  
 

Traditional home of the Lower Cowlitz American Indian people 
 
 
 
 

Cowlitz County has always served as a major travel corridor.  The Cowlitz River, 
running north-and-south through the county, was a vital transportation route for 

local Indians, early fur traders and American pioneer settlers headed for Puget 
Sound.   Wagon roads and steamboat routes led through Cowlitz County, 

followed by the region’s first major railroad and later its first major interstate 
highway.  It was on the banks of the Cowlitz that settlers met in 1852 to petition 
Congress for the creation of a new territory—eventually called Washington—

north of the Columbia River.  
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