GRAYS HARBOR COUNTY

1854

COUNTY SEAT. MONTESANO

Originally known as Chehalis County, Grays Harbor was renamed in 1915 to
honor its sheltered saltwater bay. Captain Robert Gray was the first U.S.
navigator to explore the Northwest coast, sailing into Grays Harbor in 1792.

Traditional home of Lower Chehalis, Upper Chehalis and Quinault
American Indian people

Ocean beaches, timbered foothills and a dozen major rivers are all found in
Grays Harbor County, located at the base of the Olympic Peninsula. At the turn
of the 20th century, immigrants from all over the world flocked to Grays Harbor

to work in its deep woods and tidewater sawmills. The world’s first tree farm
was founded in Grays Harbor County in 1941.
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ORIGINALLY KNOWN AS CHEHALIS COUNTY, GRAYS HARBOR WAS RENAMED

IN 1915 TO HONOR ITS SHELTERED SALTWATER BAY. CAPTAIN ROBERT
GRAY WAS THE FIRST U.S. NAVIGATOR TO EXPLORE THE NORTHWEST
COAST, SAILING INTO GRAYS HARBOR IN 1792

TRADITIONAL HOME OF LOWER CHEHALIS, UPPER CHEHALIS AND
QUINAULT AMERICAN INDIAN PEOPLE

OCEAN BEACHES, TIMBERED FOOTHILLS AND A DOZEN MAJOR RIVERS ARE ALL FOUND IN
GRAYS HARBOR COUNTY, LOCATED AT THE BASE OF THE OLYMPIC PENINSULA. AT THE
TURN OF THE 20TH CENTURY, IMMIGRANTS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD FLOCKED TO

GRAYS HARBOR TO WORK IN ITS DEEP WOODS AND TIDEWATER SAWMILLS. THE WORLD’S

FIRST TREE FARM WAS FOUNDED IN GRAYS HARBOR COUNTY IN 1941.
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