
 
 

ASOTIN COUNTY 
 

 1883 
 
 

County Seat: Asotin 
 
 

 
Name derived from “Ha-Shu-tin”, the Nez Perce Indian name for  

Asotin Creek, translated as “eel stream” 
 
 
 

Traditional home of Nez Perce American Indian people 
 
 
 
 

Bordered by Oregon on the south and Idaho on the east, Asotin County lies in 
the extreme southeast corner of Washington.  The Snake River cuts a canyon 
nearly 2,000 feet deep along its eastern side.  Outside settlers started arriving 
during the 1860s, spurred by a gold rush in Idaho.  But pioneer farmers soon 

found greater fortune in raising beef cattle and wheat. 
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