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Since the Columbia River never comes within 40 miles of Columbia County, 
the origin of this county’s name remains a historical puzzle  

 
 

Traditional home of Cayuse, Umatilla and Walla Walla American Indian 
people 

 
 
 
 

In the southern  Columbia County, golden wheatfields give way to the forested 
ridges and peaks of the rugged Blue Mountains.  The county seat of Dayton 

began as a stop on a stagecoach route that followed an older Indian trail across 
southeast Washington.  The Columbia County Courthouse, built in 1887, is the 

oldest functioning courthouse in the state. 
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