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Originally known as Chehalis County, Grays Harbor was renamed in 1915 to 
honor its sheltered saltwater bay.  Captain Robert Gray was the first U.S. 

navigator to explore the Northwest coast, sailing into Grays Harbor in 1792. 
 
 

Traditional home of Lower Chehalis, Upper Chehalis and Quinault 
 American Indian people 

 
 
 

Ocean beaches, timbered foothills and a dozen major rivers are all found in 
Grays Harbor County, located at the base of the Olympic Peninsula.  At the turn 
of the 20th century, immigrants from all over the world flocked to Grays Harbor 
to work in its deep woods and tidewater sawmills.  The world’s first tree farm 

was founded in Grays Harbor County in 1941. 
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