
 
 

PIERCE COUNTY 
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County Seat: Tacoma 
 
 
 

Named for Franklin Pierce, 14th president of the U.S., who was elected to 
office just two days before the county was created 

 
 
 

Traditional home of Nisqually, Puyallup, Muckleshoot, Steilacoom, and 
Squaxin Island American Indian people 

 
 
 

Pierce County stretches from the beaches and islands of Puget  Sound to the 
towering summit of Mount Rainier.  It was the site in 1832 of the first non-Native 
settlement in Puget Sound country—a Hudson’s Bay Company fur-trading post 
near the mouth of the Nisqually River.   Barely four decades later, in 1873, the 
frontier port of Tacoma became the proud Puget Sound terminus of the first 
transcontinental railroad line to reach the Pacific Northwest. 
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