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County Seat: Bellingham 
 
 
 
 

Name derived from “whatcoom”—meaning “noisy, rumbling water”— the 
Lummi name for the waterfall that powered the first frontier lumber mill on 

Bellingham Bay 
 
 
 

Traditional home of Lummi, Nooksack, Semiahmoo and Samish American 
Indian people 

 
 

Whatcom County, stretching from the Strait of Georgia to the North Cascade 
Range, lies just below the international boundary with Canada.   Its skyline is 

dominated by majestic Mount Baker, one of the state’s most spectacular peaks.  
Like many counties in western Washington,  Whatcom County was founded on 
sawmills, salmon and farms.  It is the home of  Western Washington University, 

founded in 1893, and to the first tract of land ever set aside for a Washington 
State Park. 
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