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MRSC Public Works Staff

Theresa Gonzales
Rosters Coordinator

Jon Rose
Finance Manager

Josh Klika
Procurement Consultant



MRSC Public 
Works Partners

(Left) Tiffany Scroggs
– Procurement Technical 
Assistance Center

(Top Right) Mike Purdy
– Mike Purdy and Associates

(Bottom Right) Aleanna 
Kondelis 
– Hill International
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Professional Assistance
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Public Works Program Goals

Efficiency and 
consistency in 

developing 
communities

Development of 
robust 

competitive 
options

Support and 
clarity for 
projects

Broad 
opportunities for 

inclusion



2022-2023 Public Works Initiatives 
Equity Toolkit
Common practices within public works 

contracts to sustain equitable and 

inclusive procurement programs

PW Practitioner Guide
Overview of all aspects of public works 

contracting and project delivery with 

practical advice on a wide range of issues 

Contracting requirements
Refresh of tool meant to identify statutory 

legal requirements for purchasing and 

contracting

Agency/Contractor Training
Professional training and technical 

assistance to agencies and contractors on a 

broad set of Public Works topics

Enhanced web resources
Additional web resources including  

topic pages, sample contracting 

ordinances and policies and procedure

Outreach Events
In-person forums matching agency staff and 

public works contractors to communicate public 

processes and upcoming bid opportunities 
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$1.4 M 
Funding



Outreach Events
• Spokane – October 24th
• Lynnwood – October 26th
• Tri-Cities – November 17th
• Vancouver – Feb. 2023
• Tacoma – Mar. 2023
• Bellingham – Apr. 2023
• Port Angeles – May 2023



Agency Training

• Providing a mix of in-person and virtual 
training 

• In-person trainings are half day offerings at 
outreach events

• Developed in conjunction with PTAC and 
OMWBE

• First webinar of the year on September 29th

• Meaningful Engagement Strategies for 
Local Government Procurement
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PW Guide
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Overview of all aspects of 

public works contracting and 

project delivery with practical 

advice on a wide range of 

issues 



Contractor Training & Technical Assistance

How to bid
Helping to grow Washington small 

business by increasing the number of 
government contracts awarded to them

How to get certified
Enhancing business opportunities in 
federal, state or locally funded projects

How to find opportunities
Educating on of how to gain access 

to opportunities from city, county, 
state, and federal entities. 

How to market
Guidance on how to market specifically 
to government agencies, primes & more

ASSISTANCE

New Contractor Training Series launching in November!



Public Works Local Government Collaboration

Commerce PW Board
Assist local governments in 

addressing infrastructure needs

MRSC
Provide educational resources 

and support regarding 
Procurement and Public Works

APWA
Provide varied educational and 
networking opportunities that 
help public works personnel grow

Washington NIGP
Advance the professional 
goals of individuals seeking a 
career in public procurement

CPARB
Review alternative contracting and 

provide guidance to state 
policymakers on quality, efficiency and 

accountability of public works

OMWBE
Certify minority and women owned 

business enterprises to participate in 
public contracting and procurement



Goals Looking 
forward

Secure additional funding to 
advance high level goals

Find partnership opportunities 
with others that are advancing 
this work





Bonfire Soft 
Launch 

• Cowlitz County
• Mukilteo Water and 

Wastewater District
• Newport Hospital and 

Health Services
• Port of Bellingham
• Snohomish County 911

• South Snohomish 
County Fire & Rescue

• Thurston County

First project(s) posted! 3 training sessions



Agency Update Webinar

• October 11th Webinar
• 410 registrants (as of 10/5)
• Highlights

• Kickoff for pre-order
• Explanation of program benefits
• Demonstration of software
• Testimonials from users

• Planned January 2023 Launch



Questions



Public Works Resource Funding
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Public Agency Support
• General project guidance
• Supplemental criteria usage
• Scoping documents
• RFP process evaluation

Business Technical Assistance
• Solicitation process guidance
• Requirements consulting
• Outreach events 
• Marketing strategy advice

M/WBE Support
• Facilitate M/WBE’s/ & Local Gov’t 

connection (mentorship, apprentice)
• Local Gov’t Inclusion Plans
• BIPOC/WO community outreach
• Language Access

Ask for funding to support additional FTE for these efforts

Aligning resources to support an efficient and equitable forum for Public Works Contracting

*Funding intended to also support other maintenance recommendations
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