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1911 
 
 

County Seat:  Newport 
 
 

Name apparently derived from the vernacular French “pendant d’oreille” 
(earring)—a term used by French-Canadian fur traders for Native people who 

wore shell ornaments in their ears.  
 

Traditional home of Kalispel American Indian people 
 
 
 
 

The beautiful Pend Oreille River flows north along glacial lakebeds and through 
the rugged gorges of the forested Selkirk Mountains to join the Columbia River 
just across the Canadian border.  Washington’s youngest county is home to an 

astonishing variety of native wildlife , from bighorn sheep and mountain goat to 
deer, elk, mountain caribou, grizzly bear and cutthroat trout.  
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